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CHARACTERISTICS OF A 
DISCIPLE 
Discipleship simply means learning from and following a teacher. Jesus 
had 12 disciples who learned from Him, followed Him, and sought to do as 
He did. Christianity is not a school for the teaching of moral virtue, 
polishing of our manners, or forming us to live a life of this world with 
decency and gentility. It is deeper and more divine in its design with much 
nobler ends. It implies an entire change of life, a dedication of ourselves, 
our souls, and our bodies unto God in the strictest and the highest sense of 
the word. 

"Christianity without discipleship is always Christianity without Christ." - Dietrich 
Bonhoe!er 

Following A.F.T.R. God | Luke 5:1-11
“One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the people 
crowding around him and listening to the word of God, he saw at the water’s 
edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 

available He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put 
out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat. 

faithful
When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and 
let down the nets for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all 
night and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the 
nets.” 

teachable
When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets 
began to break. So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and 
help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 
When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, 
Lord; I am a sinful man!” 

responsive
For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had 
taken, and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. 
Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will catch men.” So 
they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.” 

What do you think 
is the hardest part 

about being a 
disciple of Jesus? 

What is the most 
rewarding?
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qualities of a disciple

Faith-filled

“!at if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you 
believe and are justi"ed, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.” 
(Romans 10:9–10)

Denial of  
Yourself

“!en he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “If anyone would 
come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever 
wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel 
will save it. What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?” 
(Mark 8:34–36)

Living 
counter 

culturally

“So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the 
Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. !ey are darkened in their understanding 
and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the 
hardening of their hearts. Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over 
to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more. 
You, however, did not come to know Christ that way. Surely you heard of him and were 
taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus.” (Ephesians 4:17–21)

As an 
Ambassador

“!erefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has 
come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, 
not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made 
him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness 
of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:17–21)

Obedient
“Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who 
loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.”” 
(John 14:21)

Loving
““A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another.”” (John 13:34–35) 


